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Notice of Intended Action

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more
persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)"b."

Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own
motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section
17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 161A.4(1), the Division of Soil Conservation of the
Department of Agriculture hereby gives Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 10, “Iowa Financial
Incentive Program for Soil Erosion Control,” Iowa Administrative Code.

The existing summer construction incentive provisions for soil erosion control provide an increased
cost-share rate for constructing conservation practices from June 1 to September 15. The summer
construction incentive is being revised with an incentive payment for the establishment of conservation
cover in place of cropland to allow for the establishment of permanent conservation practices during
the growing season.

Any interested persons may make written suggestions or comments on the proposed amendments on
or before 4:30 p.m. on March 17, 2009. Written comments should be addressed to Margaret Thomson,
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, Wallace State Office Building, 502 East Ninth
Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319. Comments may also be submitted by fax to (515)281-6236 or by
E-mail to Margaret.Thomson@IowaAgriculture.gov.

These proposed amendments are subject to the Division’s general waiver provisions.
These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code section 161A.2.
The following amendments are proposed.
ITEM 1. Amend subrule 10.41(5) as follows:
10.41(5) Summer construction incentives (SCI). Unspent funds distributed to the voluntary program

in any fiscal year may be used for SCI cost-share up to 60 percent if there are not adequate requests for
permanent practices to obligate the balance. Funds are available for the planting of a conservation cover
crop in place of cropland during the growing season to extend the construction season for the purpose
of the installation of conservation practices. This practice shall be applied using the conservation crop
rotation standard.

ITEM 2. Amend subrule 10.60(2) as follows:
10.60(2) Summer construction incentives. Commissioners may enter agreements providing for cost

sharing up to 60 percent of the cost of establishing approved, permanent soil and water conservation
practices where the establishment of that practice involves a construction project which begins after
June 1 but before September 15 of any calendar year. Commissioners shall not use state cost-sharing
funds to pay such incentives when requests for cost sharing at the 50 percent level are sufficient to use
all of the district’s allocation for that fiscal year. In addition to cost share for the establishment of a
permanent conservation practice, up to $200 per acre is available for the establishment of a conservation
cover crop and to offset income lost from cropland acres taken out of production during the growing
season. Payment will be made upon completion of the permanent conservation practice. To qualify:

a. The field being treated shall be in row cropland during the growing season in which the
permanent conservation practice is being constructed.

b. The construction area shall be planted with a conservation cover either before or after the
construction of the permanent conservation practice.

c. The construction of the permanent conservation practice shall take place between June 15 and
October 15. Work must be started and completed between these dates and verified by the technician
prior to payment of the incentive.
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d. Only the land necessary for the construction is eligible for this incentive. The construction work
area shall be determined by the technician.

e. The construction work area shall not be used to grow a row crop except for the required
conservation cover crop.
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